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Santa Clarita Endodontix Opening

We officially opened our doors of our Santa Clar-
ita location. Our expert team, led by respected 
endodontic specialist Drs. Safa (on the right) & 
Langer, includes an experienced endodontic staff. 
Our goal is to provide unsurpassed quality in a 
compassionate environment of professionalism and 
clinical excellence.

Santa Clarita Endodontix is located at 19040 Soledad Canyon 
Road, Suite 260, Santa Clarita, CA 91351 • T. 661-251-4800 
www.santaclariaendodontix.com

Introducing Endodontix Times
Dear Colleagues, Welcome to our first edition of Endodontix Times! I am thrilled 
to announce this new endeavor to help nurture and support our continued 
collaboration. I hope that you find my endodontic-related articles to be educational and 
informative, as well as interesting and insightful. Together, we deliver optimal dental 
care.  YOUNES SAFA, DDS

TORRANCE

In this Issue:
Introducing Endodontix Times• 
The importance of proper testing and diagnosis• 

If you have any suggestions for improving our newsletter or if there is any 
particular topic that you would like to learn about please feel free to send your 
comments or suggestions to info@pasadenaendodontix.com
If you wish to be removed from our mailing list please email us at info@pasade-
naendodontix.com. 

Endodontix Times is a quarterly publication with educational and 
informative endodontic-related articles.

www.pasadenaendodontix.com www.santaclaritaendodontix.com www.torranceendodontix.com

Tel. 1 (855) 869-3636 Find us and like us !
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A seventy-four year old male with a non-contributory medi-

cal history presented with a sinus tract on the buccal gin-

giva in the lower left premolar region. Upon radiographic 

examination, tracing of the sinus tract with gutta percha 

pointed to the resorbed root end of tooth #21. A large pe-

riapical radiolucent lesion was present. Clinical examina-

tion showed an in tact tooth #21 with no caries or signs of 

fracture. A PFM bridge was present from tooth #18 to 20. 

Vitality testing demonstrated a positive cold response to 

Endo-Ice for tooth #21. However, #20 responded negatively. 

The bridge showed recurrent caries when probed with an 

explorer. There were no significant periodontal probings or 

mobility in the tested teeth.

The diagnosis for this patient was tooth #20 had pulp ne-

crosis with chronic apical abscess. Tooth #21 suffered ex-

ternal resorption as a result of the longstanding infection. 

Root canal treatment was performed on tooth #20 through 

the existing bridge and subsequently restored with a post 

and core buildup and a new bridge. At a one year follow up 

visit, the radiograph shows complete resolution of the ra-

diolucency and ceased resorption of tooth #21.

This case demonstrates the importance of proper testing 

and diagnosis. Had a cold test not been performed, tooth 

#21 may have received unnecessary treatment. Due to the 

resorption of the root-end, obtaining an adequate fill on 

tooth #21 would have been a challenging task, possibly 

compromising the long-term outcome. If the necrotic pulp 

of tooth #20 had not been detected and treatment was only per-

formed on #21, the chronic abscess would not have healed and 

both teeth including the bridge may have been lost.

The goal of endodontics is to preserve the natural dentition by 

preventing or eliminating apical periodontitis. Without first de-

termining the source of inflammation or infection, the patient 

can suffer needlessly, or even lose teeth that might otherwise be 

saveable. Diagnosis is the first step to success, and an endodon-

tist has special training and experience in solving complex diag-

nostic challenges.
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The importance of proper testing 
and diagonosis BY YOUNES SAFA, DDS

“Diagnosis is the first step to success, and an endodontist has special training  
and experience in solving complex diagnostic challenges.”

Pre -Op One year-recallPost-Op

Everything is Marketing
with Fred Joyal

10.19.2013

Based on his best-selling marketing book, 

Everything is Marketing: The Ultimate Strat-

egy for Dental Practice Growth, this course is 

power-packed, information-rich and fi lled with 

easy-to-implement ways to take your practice 

to the next level.

Seating is limited - Call early !

Save the date!

Fred Joyal
Dental Marketing Expert / Entrepreneur / Author / Founder, 1-800-DENTIST®

TORRANCE

THIS EVENT IS MADE POSSIBLE BY THE COLLABORATION OF DR. YOUNES SAFA AND PATTERSON DENTAL

University Club of Pasadena

For more information contact:

Sue Doran at 888-761-0020 or 661-294-2940

or at susan.doran@pattersondental.com


